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Halton Women’s Place Provides Safe Haven

“The Halton Women’s Place will provide a safe haven, information, services and education to support a future without abuse for women and their children.”

With that impressive mission statement, this wonderful organization proves its commitment to giving shelter and crisis services to physically, emotionally, financially and sexually abused women and their dependent children, and is dedicated to ending violence against women and their children.
Located in Milton, this 22-bed shelter provides residential and transitional services, ongoing counseling and support when it’s most needed.

“We wish we weren’t still needed in the community, but we are,” says Development Manager Carm Bozzo. “We’re at or near capacity a lot, depending on the time of year. We’re also seeing more diversity in our women, more elderly and different ethnicities, people realizing they have a safe place to go if they need it. There’s no shame in reaching out for help, nor should there ever be.”

With a concentrated focus on community education, Halton Women’s Place now has a Public Education and Advocacy program in place, working in local schools to teach young people about all forms of abuse.

“We need to reach the kids, teach them about abuse, that it’s not acceptable,” says Bozzo. “We’re fighting a battle constantly though in society with social media, with the images and song lyrics we’re bombarded with. It’s so important to reach kids now.”

Opened in October 1980, the shelter housed more than 500 women and children, and more than 700 crisis calls were received. In January 1994, with funding from the Ministry of Community and Social Services, the Rotary Clubs of Milton, Oakville and Burlington, and other private and corporate donations, a second shelter located in Burlington was opened. From the day it opened the second shelter has been running at near capacity and is now responding to more than 2000 crisis calls a year.
The shelter is a short-term stay, providing between six to 10 weeks of housing, and all food, clothing and support that is needed. After they women leave, they are provided with ongoing counseling and support if required.

“Some women may show up in the middle of the night with nothing and we provide everything we can,” says Bozzo. “Our counselors do phenomenal work. I can’t say enough about them, plus we provide legal support as well if needed.”
Need Help NOW? The Halton Women’s Place Crisis Lines are: (905) 878-8555, and (905) 332-7892. For more information visit www.haltonwomensplace.com
